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By Jeanne Theismann

The Gazette

T
he morning of Feb. 19,
1945, dawned eerily
quiet as Private First Class

Carl Norton made his way toward
the shores of the remote Japanese
island of Iwo Jima.  But in an in-
stant, 20-millimeter
dual purpose guns
buried in the side of
Mount Suribachi ex-
ploded, erupting
into one of the
bloodiest battles in
U.S. history.

“I was one of the
first to make it onto
the island without
getting shot,” said
Norton, who knew
his odds of survival that day were
slim. “It was a terrible, terrible
battle, with two sides who hated
each other willing to fight until the
bitter end.”

Norton was badly wounded in
the ensuing skirmish and later

awarded a Purple Heart for his
heroics. Now 93 years old, he
joined 20 other Iwo Jima survivors
at the Sheraton Hotel in Arlington
over the weekend to mark the 68th
anniversary of the battle.

“Dad never spoke of Iwo Jima
when we were growing up,” said
Norton’s daughter Becky Dunlop,

who lives with her
husband George in
Arlington. “But he
came to the dedica-
tion of the World
War II Memorial in
2004 as part of an
Honor Flight and it
was then that we
saw him lighting up
and beginning to
share his service
stories.”

Other survivors attending the re-
union included Mount Vernon area
resident Harry Hink, a B-29 pilot
who landed four times on Iwo
Jima.

“The most dreaded part of the

By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

D
rivers may be texting
apologies later this year
if Republican Gov. Bob

McDonnell approves legislation
that would toughen penalties for
composing emails or messages
while driving. This week, the Vir-
ginia state Senate voted 28 to 12
in favor of a House bill increasing
the fine for a first offense from $20
to $250. The fine for a second or
subsequent offense would go up
from $50 to $500.

“It doesn’t go far enough in my

opinion,” said Del. Scott Surovell
(D-44), who introduced a version
of the bill earlier this year. “Ide-
ally, I think Virginia should be a
hands-fee state — meaning if you
use a phone while driving you
have to use a speakerphone or a
Bluetooth device or something like
that.”

Surovell began crafting the bill
last year, when he was represent-
ing the family of Kyle Rowley, a
Herndon teenager who was killed
when a texting motorist slammed
into his car. The 19-year-old col-
lege student was on his way home

More than 600 Brownies and Girl Scouts from Alexandria, Mount Vernon and
Arlington registered and marched in the annual George Washington Birthday
parade on Monday afternoon, Feb. 18.

A Parade for George

Waynewood Elementary scouts from
Pack 1504.

George and Martha Washington (Don
DeHaven and Lari La Belle) are treated
to candy favors by the passing Scout
troops.

The St. Mary’s School Scouts raise their
hands and caps to offer a cheer for
General Washington on his birthday.

Mount Vernon District School Board
representative Dan Storck appears as
President Abraham Lincoln.
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Uncommon Valor
Survivors reunite for
68th anniversary of Iwo Jima.

“To this day,
whenever I see
a Marine, I say
‘thank you.’”
— Mount Vernon area
resident and Iwo Jima

veteran Harry Hink

Don’t Text This
Bill outlawing vehicular
composition heads to governor.

Page 12
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Survivors Reunite for 68th Anniversary of Iwo Jima

Mount Vernon resident Harry Hink, standing second from right, was an
Air Force B-29 pilot during WWII and landed four times on the island of
Iwo Jima.

Iwo Jima veterans gather at the Marine Corps Memorial
to mark the 68th anniversary of the historic battle.

Iwo Jima survivor Lou Smith with his wife Mary.

Members of American Legion
Post 24 in Old Town visit with
WWII veterans during a reunion
of Iwo Jima survivors in Arling-
ton Feb. 15. Shown are Henry
Dorton, Commander Bill
Aramony, Bob Rigger, Jim
Glassman and Ira Rigger.

Gen. Larry Snowden (ret.),
recounts his time during the
Battle of Iwo Jima at the Feb. 16
symposium.

Harry Hink as a
young B-29 pilot
during WWII.

Mount Vernon’s
Harry Hink talks
about the Battle
of Iwo Jima at a
survivors re-
union Feb. 16 in
Arlington. His B-
29 plane is
depicted in the
famous John
Shaw image “Iwo
Jima - A Hard-
won Haven.”
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Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

campaign over Japan was the kamikaze pi-
lots,” said Hink, who flew 28 combat mis-
sions in WWII and another 68 in Korea. “It
was an unimaginable battle that would
never have been won without the courage
of the Marines on the island.”

George Alden Sr. of Fort Worth, Texas, was
just 17 years old when he enlisted in the
Marines.

“I was wounded during that first day of
battle,” recalled Alden, who was caught in
a Japanese crossfire and shot five times as
his 5th Marine Division landed on Red
Beach-2. “I lost track of time after that but
remember a few days later seeing the flag
being raised atop Mount Suribachi.”

The raising of the American flag by five
Marines and one Navy Corpsman took place
on Feb. 23, 1945, and was immortalized in
a Pulitzer Prize-winning photograph by As-
sociated Press photographer Joe Rosenthal.

“I went in the day the flag went up,” said
Lou Smith of Bellevue, Ky. “I never heard
so much noise and cheering as when I
looked up and saw that flag flying. But the
next morning I was hit with a hand gre-
nade.”

Smith was one of 19,000 troops wounded
in the 35-day battle that claimed more than
21,000 Japanese lives. Additionally, ap-
proximately one-third of all Marines killed
in action during World War II were killed
on Iwo Jima, where more than 100,000
Americans fought and 6,821 died — 5,931
of them Marines.

“No one knows exactly how many Iwo

survivors are still alive,” said Fairfax High
School history teacher Shayne Jarosz, ex-
ecutive director of the Iwo Jima Associa-
tion of America and organizer of the four-
day reunion. “Just last week I got word that
five more had passed away. It’s sad to real-
ize that we are at the precipice of the end
of an era.”

More than 250 people joined the veter-
ans for the reunion, which included a sym-
posium, dinner gala with music donated by
Radio King Orchestra and a visit to the Na-
tional Museum of the Marine Corps at
Quantico.

“A docent was answering questions from
a group of school children when he spotted
Dad,” said Norton’s daughter Rachel.
“Everyone’s jaw just dropped as the chil-
dren realized they were hearing about the
Battle of Iwo Jima from someone who was
there. Afterwards, they all lined up to shake
Dad’s hand.”

While some have questioned if the battle
fought for the island of Iwo Jima was worth
the loss of thousands of American lives,
Hink, a recipient of the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross and the Air Medal with six clus-
ters, believes it was.

“Many American lives were saved because
of that hard-fought victory,” said Hink, who
retired from the Air Force in 1970 and went
on to work for the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration until 1987. “To this day, whenever
I see a Marine, I say ‘Thank you.’”

For more information on the Iwo Jima
Association of America, visit
www.iwojimaassociation.org.
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By Ed Simmons, Jr.

The Gazette

O
ne of these chilly mornings
you might spot her cycling
furiously on the George
Washington bike path, flying

along like a comet. If you wave, she’ll dazzle
you with a smile and wave back.

If she doesn’t see you, though, you may
hear her cry out, “Provide! Provide!”

Working off the panicky stress of manag-
ing Rising Hope’s ever-busier food pantry
for the poor, Sarah Heckman, 20-something,
is calling out to God to help put food on the
shelves.

Located on Russell Road, just off Route 1
between Woodlawn and Hybla Valley, Ris-
ing Hope is a Methodist mission church
where the Rev. Keary Kincannon is pastor,
first starting the mission 16 years ago out
of the back of his station wagon offering
food to the homeless. Heckman has been
his “Bread & Honey” Food Pantry manager
since last summer. Formerly she and her
husband Craig were missionaries.

“The holiday was very successful in fill-
ing our shelves,” she said. “But now that
the holiday season is over we still need to
keep receiving food. The giving needs to
keep coming.”

Supplies in the Rising Hope pantry have
been running “Very low,” she said, and that
worries her.

“The emotion is my motivation to advo-
cate for them, to let people know that the

community needs their support.”
The worst part comes when supplies run

out. “It kills me when a mother comes in
for baby food; it kills me that we don’t have
any to give her.”

Meanwhile the numbers in need continue
to rise rapidly.

“Just in the first two weeks of February
we’ve already had 48 new families. In the
cold months people need to choose if they
have heat or food.” The pantry is currently
helping about 350 families weekly.

“I almost feel frustrated that God would
allow so many people to suffer, but I defi-
nitely see God’s provision and know that
he will provide,” Heckman said.

Assuring herself, she expresses a high
opinion of the charitable givers in the Mount
Vernon area. “Seeing the way the commu-
nity supported us during the holiday, I’ve
been feeling very hopeful for 2013.”

But then donations seriously dwindled
and crisis set in. “I’m really hoping people
will be giving on a consistent basis,” she
said.

Donations can be brought to Rising Hope
Tuesday through Fridays between 10 a.m.
and 5 p.m. Marked by a large white cross,
the mission is located at 8220 Russell Road;
the zip is 22309.

As she copes with increasing numbers and
diminished supplies, “I constantly have to
remind myself that I’m not the one in charge
here; these are God’s people and I’m here
to serve them and love them to the best of
my ability.”

Hearing the Cry of the Poor “Provide!” prays Sarah Heckman.

Sarah Heckman, second from left, takes a break with her pantry
volunteers Karen Johnson, Bill Walters, Mena and Nichola Carter.
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For more information:
www.RexReiley.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Alex./Yacht Haven $589,900
4612 Tarpon Lane

Lovely, updated 4BR, 4BA Split in
sought-after Waterfront Community of
Yacht Haven. Stunning sun rm addition
w/vaulted ceilings, sky lites, hdwd flrs
and wall of windows overlooking a mani-
cured backyard. Newer HVAC, updated
baths, and replacement windows. Just

down the street from prestigious Mt. Vernon Yacht Club w/all its amenities. 5 mins to
Ft. Belvoir, 18 mins to Ntl Airport. This is prime property at a GREAT PRICE!

Alex./Riverside Estates $2,800
8358 Orange Court

Enjoy living on the water!
Lovely 4 BR, 3 BA Split,
WATERFRONT, with spec-
tacular water views across
Little Hunting Creek in the
heart of Mt. Vernon. Freshly
painted, new carpeting plus

hardwood floors. 10 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 20 mins to Old
Town, 35 to Pentagon/D.C.

R
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L

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Arlington
Dominion Hills $669,000

904 North Lebanon Street
Beautiful 3BR, 2BA Colonial in the fam-
ily friendly Dominion Hills neighborhood
of North Arlington. Fully finished base-
ment, screened in porch opening to a
large deck and lovely fenced backyard.
Granite counter tops, stainless steel

appliances, built-in china cabinets, refinished hardwood floors, wood burning fire-
place and just blocks from the Tots Lot playground and Upton Hill Regional Park!

Alex./Hollin Hall $489,000
7926 New Market Road

Absolutely lovely  home  w/over $130k
in recent improvements in great loca-
tion!  Stunning front porch and Family
Room addition in 2009 by custom
builder. Slate floor on front porch and
back patio. Replacement windows.
New 2012 & ’09: large shed, cedar
fence, driveway, roof, dishwasher, hot

water, stove, humidifier.  Beautful backyard. It’s a gem! Waynewood Elementary,
close to GW Parkway, Potomac River and minutes to Old Town.

Alex./Riverside Estates $470,000
3123 McGeorge Terrace

Beautiful & meticulously maintained
4 BR/3 BA Split in the heart of Mt.
Vernon. Freshly painted, beautiful
hdwd flrs on main lvl. Large, lovely
screened porch overlooks profes-
sionally landscaped/fenced back yd.
Fully fin lower lvl offers 4th BR,
cozy family rm & den w/wood FPL

& access to garage. Walk to schools, 5 mins to Fort Belvoir, 30/35 mins to
Pentagon/D.C. Great Price on this wonderful property.
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Alex./Yacht Haven $729,900
4429 Neptune Drive

Spectacular 3BR, 3BA home in waterfront
community has been beautifully remod-
eled inside and out with exceptional atten-
tion to detail. No expense has been
spared in the total renovation of this stun-
ning 2-level 3200 sq.ft. rambler. Over
$100k spent on landscaping alone, creat-
ing a beautiful backyard oasis, perfect for

entertaining or simply relaxing. This magnificent property offers a quietly luxurious life-
style at an incredible value. Too many features to list. To see this house is to love it!
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Alex./Riverside Estates  $2,850
8332 Wagon Wheel Road

Gorgeous 5 BR/3.5 BA Colonial with
1-car garage in prestigious Mount
Vernon Community of Riverside
Estates. Freshly painted interior,
beautifully refinished hdwd floors on
main & upper levels. Updated baths,
large bedrooms, 2 Fpls (1 gas & 1
wood), 3 finished levels w/5th bed-

room, 3rd full bath & Rec room & storage rm in finished walk-up basement. 5
mins to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Old Town, 20 to Ntl Airport & 30/35 to Pentagon/D.C.
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Legislature Enters Final Week
Opinion

By Sen. Toddy Puller

State Senator (D-36)

W
orking for and with my constituents
in Richmond is always exciting, and
this year is no different. As we enter
the final week of the session, confer-

ence committees are meeting to iron out the differ-
ences in House and Senate versions of several key
bills.

I am eager to see the conferees working on the
transportation bill come to a common-sense solution.
We need a solid transportation plan for the Com-
monwealth and for my district. The roads and pub-
lic transportation in Northern Virginia must be able
to keep up with, and expand with, our vibrant and
growing communities.

Another bill I know everyone is watching is the
budget. Currently, the Senate version includes Med-
icaid expansion, while the House version does not.
This is one of the top three issues I have heard about
from my constituents, and the message is overwhelm-
ingly pro-expansion. Medicaid expansion should be
allowed to go through and be in the final budget
this year. With 400,000 Virginians covered by Med-

icaid, all of us will benefit in
lower health care costs because
these people will have access to
proper medical care and will
not be forced to use the emer-
gency room as their doctor’s
office. Expansion will also bring
30,000 jobs to the Common-
wealth.

Several of my budget amend-
ments are currently being con-
sidered by the conference com-

mittee on the budget. These budget amendments,
from providing funds for more judges to funding criti-
cal health care services, were included in the Senate
Budget and will help provide real solutions to sev-
eral issues in the 36th district.

My amendments now part of the Senate budget
are:

❖ $250,000 to eliminate waiting lists for personal
assistance services to individuals with disabilities.

❖ $100,000 restored funding for participation in
the Interstate Commission on the Potomac River
Basin.

See Final Week,  Page 6

Commentary
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❖ $300,000 to fund the “Virginia Values Vet-
erans” program, which encourages employers
to hire veterans.

❖ Funding to unfreeze two circuit court
judgeships in the 19th Judicial Circuit in Fairfax
County.

❖ Funding for one general district judgeship
in the 19th Judicial Circuit in Fairfax County.

Final Week

Seeing Progress on U.S. 1
By Scott A. Surovell

Delegate (D-44)

A
s we move to the end of the General As-
sembly session, we are engaged in intense
negotiations on the major issues. Also, we
have had significant progress on U.S. 1.

Earlier this session, Senator Puller and I culmi-
nated four years of work to build support for a U.S.
1 study when the McDonnell Administration con-
firmed that it is holding $2 million to fund the next
U.S. 1 improvement study. Last week, I met with
over a dozen state, local and regional stakeholders
here in Richmond to discuss the next steps on plan-
ning U.S. 1 improvements.

The study will have several elements. It will likely
focus on the stretch of U.S. 1 from the Occoquan
River to Alexandria’s southern boundary. Second,
there is a consensus that we must consider all modes
of transit — Metrorail, light rail and bus rapid tran-
sit. Third, it will be based on the regional popula-
tion, employment and household forecasts main-
tained by the Washington Metropolitan Council of
Governments (COG). Some of these estimates may
be larger than those in the Fairfax County Compre-
hensive Plan. In addition, the study may include the
impact that increased density has on transit rider-
ship, if funding permits. We should know more spe-
cifics and timeframes in the next two weeks. We will
issue a joint announcement and set up an informa-
tional website.

Planning for a new U.S. 1 will be an academic
exercise without money. The numerous potholes in
our roads confirm that the state has none. Legisla-
tors are negotiating transportation legislation as I
write this column and I have serious concerns. One
proposal would divert funds now devoted to educa-
tion, public safety and healthcare to transportation.
Virginia has budgeted to spend less per student on
secondary education today than we spent in the
2007-2008 biennium. We can’t pave roads with text-
books.

Another concern is how well Northern Virginia’s
interests are represented. The Commonwealth Trans-
portation Board (CTB) decides which projects get
funded. NOVA, Hampton Roads and Richmond have
65 percent of Virginia’s population and 33 percent
of the votes on the CTB. My legislation to rebalance
the CTB’s votes based on actual population was killed
by the House by two votes after rural legislators
erupted. Northern Virginia needs to be more fairly
represented on the CTB so that we get our fair share
of transportation money.

I am also concerned about establishing a local
transportation tax unless language is included which

prohibits the CTB from reducing
our state funding because we de-
vote local funds to transporta-
tion. Without protections in law,
we will not get our fair share.

Lastly, the numbers being con-
sidered are entirely too meager.
The state needs $4-5 billion per
year in new funding. The most
optimistic high-end projections of
any plan are $1.4 billion per year
or about 20 percent of our long-

term need. At that rate, U.S. 1 road and transit im-
provements will be funded by about 2050. I want a
long-term fix, not more short-term measures designed
for election protection.

When this is printed, a compromise plan will prob-
ably have been announced. I am still undecided.
Please email me your views.

Secondary education reform is also on the calen-
dar. I was one of three House Democrats to vote for
Governor McDonnell’s proposal to give schools let-
ter grades (A-F) modeled on a Jeb Bush proposal.
Our current school rating labels are indecipherable
techno-speak that take a graduate school education
to understand. Simplifying this system will provide
everyone clearer information on the quality of our
schools and foster improvement.

Governor McDonnell has proposed creating a new
Richmond control board to take over non-perform-
ing schools modeled on a Louisiana program. I
strongly oppose this concept. Once a school is re-
moved from local control, local taxpayers would still
have to bear the costs, but have no say in school op-
erations or policies. Parents would have no school
board member to call. While some school boards in
Virginia are dysfunctional, a central-government take-
over is not the way to fix local school problems.

We have several critical votes coming up this week.
Please stay posted and let me know if you have feed-
back. It is an honor to serve you in Richmond.
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Listening to Residents
Del. Scott Surovell and state Senators
Adam Ebbin and Toddy Puller discuss the
General Assembly session at their town
hall meeting on Saturday, Feb 16 at the
Mt. Vernon Government Center. Fifty
local residents attended the discussion
that included a question-and-answer
period focused on Medicaid expansion,
transportation, gun control and voter ID
issues. The legislators also announced
progress with the Route 1 Transit Study
which had funding approved last week and will look at several different ways
to improve transit on the corridor.

Commentary
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join a Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons…

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon

2:00 pm (en Español)

6:30 pm Mass (from Sept. 9
until mid June)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Mass Schedule
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From Page 1

Don’t Text This
from work on a Sunday night in
2011 when the accident hap-
pened, killing him instantly and
turning his family’s life upside
down. In the wake of the
teenager’s death, the family was
shocked to learn that nothing
could be done to prosecute the
driver.

“Since he wasn’t speeding and
he had no alcohol, there was no
basis to charge him even though
it was obvious that he wasn’t pay-
ing attention because it was a
straightaway, it was well lit, and
he never put his brakes on,” said
Carl Rowley, father of the slain
teenager. “But the law just doesn’t
have the ability to do that.”

NOT UNTIL NOW. The bill now
on its way to the governor says
anyone convicted of reckless driv-
ing faces a mandatory minimum
$500 fine if the driver was texting
at the time of the offense. The bill
also changes texting while driving
to a primary offense, allowing po-
lice to stop and ticket offenders.
Currently it’s a secondary offense,
which means drivers can only be
cited if they’re stopped for another
violation such as speeding.

“The Rowleys are happy that
something positive came from
their son’s death because that’s
what created the momentum for
the law to change,” said Surovell,
who represented the family in a
civil case.

Late last year, Surovell and Del.
Ben Cline (R-24) appeared to-
gether at a press conference in
advance of a Virginia State Crime
Commission meeting to announce
the legislation. They were joined
by members of DRIVE SMART Vir-
ginia, a coalition of groups advo-

cating stronger legislation against
texting while driving. Together, the
bipartisan coalition hopes to pass
legislation in the upcoming Gen-
eral Assembly session.

“This bill will strengthen the law
on texting while driving and send
the message that this is not safe
or tolerable driving behavior,” said
Cline. “I am pleased to have the
support of DRIVE SMART Virginia,
and look forward to working with
Delegate Surovell to pass this im-
portant legislation.”

THE ORIGINAL BILL made us-
ing a handheld communications
device for something other than
verbal communications punish-
able with a $2,500 fine and a year
in jail. The version that finally
made it through the legislative
sausage factory has a maximum
fine of $500.

Supporters of the effort say any
change is a positive step forward,
one that can be built on in future
years. For the Rowley family, the
fact that people are talking about
the issue is a victory in its own
right.

“We can’t bring Kyle back,” said
Meryl Rowley, the teenager’s
mother. “But we can send a
harsher message that texting while
driving is becoming a national
problem.”

Surovell said one of the biggest
problems of the bill now on its way
to the Governor’s Mansion is how
limited it is.

“It only prohibits either texting
or emailing,” said Surovell. “It
does not prohibit a lot of the other
things you can do with a phone
today that can be equally distract-
ing, like browsing the Internet or
selecting music or playing Angry
Birds.”

Gold Award Project
Hannah O’Neil completed her Girl Scout Gold Award Project “Fitness Fun

to Last a Lifetime.” Hannah worked with students at the Creekside Commu-
nity Center and Mount Vernon Woods Elementary School to teach them the
importance of a healthy lifestyle. There were games, crafts and discussions
about eating well and learning how to be more active. The Girl Scout Gold
Award is the highest achievement in Girl Scouting.
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By Adam Ebbin

State Senator (D-30)

T
hanks to all of you who attended
one of the town meetings in Mount
Vernon or Old Town on Saturday.
It’s always good to hear what’s on

your mind, and your input helps me represent
you better.

As the General Assembly approaches the
scheduled adjournment of our 46-day legisla-

tive session, there are still
lots of moving parts:
amendments, conference
committee reports, and re-

maining bills are all being rapidly considered;
committees just completed their work on Mon-
day; the Senate and House budgets are in con-
ference committee to be worked out with Med-
icaid expansion being my top priority; and a
transportation plan may yet emerge to address
our enormous funding needs.

The Senate recently passed a bipartisan
transportation proposal that represents a clear
improvement over the House version as well
as Governor McDonnell’s original plan. Under
the Senate plan, the gasoline tax would be in-

creased by 5 cents per gal-
lon and indexed to rise au-
tomatically with the cost of
road construction materi-
als. Also, a wholesale tax
would be imposed on fuel
and 1 percent regional
sales taxes would be insti-
tuted in Northern Virginia,
Central Virginia and Hamp-
ton Roads. The House plan,

meanwhile, falls woefully short of the neces-
sary funding because it eliminates the gas tax.
I am hesitant to get into too many details, as
the final plan will likely be a compromise be-
tween the Senate and House plans. In the
meantime, I’ll keep working with Sen. Janet
Howell, who serves on this important confer-
ence committee, to promote the best aspects
of the Senate plan. I remain hopeful that House
Republicans will work with us and recognize
Northern Virginia’s needs and garner adequate
funding for roads and transit.

Another key issue remaining to be settled is
Governor McDonnell’s initiative to provide for
state takeover of low-performing schools. I
applaud his interest in helping struggling

schools, but I do not believe a mandatory take-
over mechanism is the best way to do it. While
state support for those schools is welcome, his
bill takes a hard-line approach that does not
allow for continued involvement from the lo-
cal school board and citizens. It employs a low
standard for takeover without setting a
timeline for a school to be returned to com-
munity control, and there could soon be over
100 schools in jeopardy of takeover. The legis-
lation also does not consider existing transfor-
mation policies that are successfully taking
hold. Though a constitutional amendment to
provide authority for takeover legislation was
effectively withdrawn, the legislation itself is
still under consideration.

To read more about what I’m up to, visit
www.adamebbin.com. Call my office at 571-
384-8957 or email me at
district30@senate.virginia.gov to share your
opinion or if we can be of assistance. In addi-
tion to legislative work, we are still respond-
ing to the more than 2,500 constituent emails
received this session.

It’s an honor to represent the people of the
30th Senate District and I look forward to see-
ing you back home soon.

Lots of Moving Parts Remain

Commentary

Litter Poisons
Environment
To the Editor:

Michael Pope’s recent article [“Carts Clog
Creek,” Feb. 14] brings needed attention to the
problem of the shopping carts that end up in
Little Hunting Creek. Del. Scott Surovell in-
troduced a bill that would have given Fairfax
County the authority to require owners of
abandoned property (such as Walmart, owner
of most of the shopping carts found in the
creek) to remove their property within 7 days
or face a fine. This would have been an impor-
tant step toward giving Fairfax County the tools
to address its litter and dumping problems, but
unfortunately the bill was tabled. I hope Del-
egate Surovell’s bill will succeed next year.

But abandoned shopping carts are just one
part of a serious litter problem that affects ev-
ery district in Fairfax County. Litter tossed from
cars or by pedestrians ends up trashing our
parks and roadways and is carried by storm
drains into streams, the Potomac River, and the
Chesapeake Bay. Items such as tires, car
bumpers, old cars, broken appliances, and ob-
solete computer equipment are dumped in out-
of-the-way places like parks and easements to
avoid dumping fees. They contain toxics that
leak into nearby streams and groundwater,
affecting water quality and public safety, and
they form breeding sites for mosquitoes and
rats.

Litter and trash are offensive, create safety
and health hazards, and affect property val-
ues and quality of life. According to the Na-
tional Association of Home Builders’ pricing
model, an otherwise similar house is valued 7
percent less when it’s located in a littered
neighborhood. A study by Keep America Beau-
tiful found that 36 percent of economic devel-
opment officials say litter affects decisions to

locate in a community. Litter and trash do not
facilitate the hoped-for revitalization of the
Richmond Highway corridor. Otherwise beau-
tiful tourist locations along the Potomac River
are despoiled by litter.

Virginia’s approach to litterers is to clean up
after them. Business establishments which
might be a source of littered material are only
held slightly responsible. They pay a modest
annual litter tax ($25 for a 7-11) which goes
to a state fund used to support volunteer clean-
ups. Littering is illegal, but a person must be
caught in the act to be prosecuted, so prosecu-
tions are rare. Surveys show that self-admit-
ted litterers (correctly) believe they will not
be caught.

After a decade of organizing yearly clean-
ups by the Friends of Little Hunting Creek to
remove trash and litter from the creek, I’ve
concluded that Virginia’s approach is ineffec-
tive. There are no incentives for litterers to stop
littering, so the behavior does not change and
the litter just keeps on coming. There are no
incentives for producers of littered materials
to ensure that their products do not end up as
litter. The burden is shifted to cleanup volun-
teers, who do the dirty, hazardous, backbreak-
ing, and endless work of picking up the trash,
and to government, which collects and disposes
of it. Keep America Beautiful estimates that the
annual costs of litter cleanups in the U.S. are
$11.5 billion.

Why should people who don’t litter pick up
after people who do? Why not create incen-
tives to get people to pick up after themselves?
Instead of relying on volunteers to pick up lit-
ter after the fact, it would be more efficient
and effective to develop policies and laws to
prevent littering, and to reduce the use and/
or increase recycling of materials that end up
as litter.

In 2011, the Mount Vernon Council of Citi-
zens’ Associations passed a resolution support-

ing a Citizens’ Action Plan for Litter Preven-
tion, developed by its Environment and Rec-
reation Committee (which I chair). The plan
calls for six actions that could be taken by
Fairfax County on its own, and four that would
require action by our legislature. The action
plan can be found at http://mvcca.org/env-
rec.html. Whether the county and state choose
to pursue the actions advocated by MVCCA or
adopt other strategies for reducing litter, some-
thing serious needs to be done to address this
problem.

As a small but immediate first step, I hope
that Fairfax County will participate in Litter
Enforcement Month this April, and beef up
training and enforcement of existing litter laws.

Litter poisons our streets and streams and
parks and yards. We need to take steps now to
stop it.

Betsy Martin
Alexandria

Letter to the Editor

Write
The Gazette welcomes views on any

public issue. The deadline for all
material is noon Friday. Letters must
be signed. Include home address and
home and business numbers. Letters
are routinely edited for libel, gram-
mar, good taste and factual errors.

Letters to the Editor
The Mount Vernon Gazette

1606 King St. ❖ Alexandria VA 22314

Call 703-917-6444 or email
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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By Marilyn Campbell

The Gazette

W
hile most of Washington is
braving the winter weather,
April Toman has been plan-
ning for summer. At the top

of her list: choosing a camp for her two
children, Claire, who is in fifth grade, and
Will, who is a second grader.

“I start thinking about it in January,” said
Toman, who lives in Alexandria. “I talk to
my kids about what they are interested in
taking. There are so many options and the
popular camps fill up quickly.”

Education experts say summer camp is an
important part of a childhood experience,
and parents should start considering options
well before the end of the school year.

“I think summer camps are wonderful for
kids,” said Tammy Davis, a doctor of edu-
cation and a professor of psychology at
Marymount University in Arlington. “Some-
times kids lose ground over the summer,
especially with regard to their mental ac-
tivity. Summer camp can continue brain
development, especially with regard to cre-
ativity, mental activity, physical activity and
social activity.”

Davis, who is a former camp counselor,
elementary school teacher and school coun-
selor, said children who are not exposed to

new social activities could become isolated
during the summer months. “If your kids
are only playing video games or going to
the pool every day, they run the risk of
cocooning themselves,” she said. “Choose
a camp that expands your child’s horizons,

Choosing a Summer Camp Region offers programs to tempt children with
interests ranging from sports to drama to science.

Students show projects that they made during a physics camp at
SummerTimes Camp at St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School last summer.

at St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, encour-
ages parents to consider specialty camps as
well as traditional day camps. “Specialty
camps are great ways to try new things, to
expand horizons, and to challenge yourself,”
he said. “Children are naturally curious and
specialty camps provide a way for children
to learn more about their interests. If a child
is not the most athletic and would rather
learn about fashion or photography, acting
or magic, specialty camps provide that out-
let. They allow children to find things that
they are good at and lets them be proud in
that activity.”

While the thought of academic camps
might cause some children to cringe,
Mollianne Logerwell, Ph.D., director of sci-
ence education at George Mason
University’s Virginia Initiative for Science
Teaching and Achievement, says that does
not have to be the case. George Mason hosts
science camps, and “students frequently tell
us that camp was not only fun, but also in-
creased their interest in science,” she said.
“Additionally, classroom teachers have told
us that students who attended a VISTA camp
ask higher-level questions and are more
engaged in science lessons than students
who did not attend camp.”

Logerwell said VISTA camps are geared
toward low-income students. “It’s also a
great way to expose families with limited
knowledge to the possibility of attending
and affording college.”

WITH SO MANY OPTIONS for summer
camps, choosing the best camp for your
child can be overwhelming. “When parents
are looking for a camp, they should try to
find a camp where they’re comfortable with
the facility, the programming, and counse-
lors and staff,” said Kevin Rechen, camp
director for the Norwood School in
Bethesda, Md.

G a b r i e l l e
Summers, who is
planning to send
her children to
summer camp at
the Norwood
School, says that
she considers
safety first. “Sec-

ond, [I consider] the qualifications of coun-
selors and leadership and their love of the
children. [Then] I look at cost, early bird
discounts, payment due dates and cancel-
lation policies.”

For those who may not be able to afford
the cost of summer camp, Rechen suggests
that parents do a little research. “Many sum-
mer camps offer financial aid,” he said.
“There are also foundations that give grants
for camps.”

No matter which camp a child attends,
however, Davis has one caution: “Be care-
ful about over-scheduling camps, doing
back-to-back camps and not giving children
down time,” she said. “Some people use
camp as day care and that is not always a
good thing.”

that will be stimulating and engaging and
where they will develop new friendships
without the pressure of an academic envi-
ronment.”

Toman, whose children will attend sum-
mer camp at St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes
School in Alexandria, says that from tradi-
tional day camps to specialty camps, the
options for children are plentiful. “My chil-
dren have done junior veterinarian camp
in the past, and this year we might try an
eco-adventures camp.”

FROM SPORTS TO SCIENCE, the Wash-
ington region is filled with camps that will
suit almost every child. For example, Annie
Moyer, director of the Sun & Moon Yoga
Studio in Arlington and Fairfax, says yoga
camps are options even for children who
have never prac-
ticed yoga. “No
yoga experience
is necessary,” she
said. “We do
yoga games and
poses, breathing,
artistic expres-
sion and,
weather permitting, outdoor playground
time.”

For youngsters with a passion for all
things artistic, Jeanne Loveland, education
director for the Greater Reston Arts Center,
suggests art camp. “Our camps are based
on the GRACE mission, which is contempo-
rary art” she said. “There are some discus-
sions and there are art projects. There is
one camp of messy art projects that your
mom would never let you do at home. The
camps are educational, but also fun. We will
bring in local artists.”

Loveland added that during one session,
students will learn about public art, and
“will create a public art work that will be
displayed publicly after the camp.”

Jim Supple, director of summer programs
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“Choose a camp that expands
your child’s horizons and will
be stimulating and engaging.”

—Tammy Davis, Marymount University
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Call: 703-912-6886
Free Estimates

•Patios • Walkways
•Retaining Walls
•Landscape Makeovers

Drainage Problems

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

HAULING

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

EXPERIENCE THE JOYS AND REWARDS

Over 600 independently owned & operated offices worldwide

HERE IS A JOB THAT IS FULFILLING IN MORE WAYS
THAN ONE! We are looking for Companions and CNA’s to
help our clients remain independent in their homes. Weekends,
Short Shifts and Driving Live ins. To learn about becoming a
Comfort Keeper visit us at www.BeAComfortKeeper.com

703-591-7117

WE ARE COMFORT KEEPER®

FRONT DESK HELP
Busy Chiropractic/nutrition office in Old 

Town looking for front desk help.
Call Monday thru Friday 

between 12 and 1

703-739-0456.

Law Clerk 

(Bilingual-Japanese)
for patent agent firm in Alexandria, VA. 

Assist attorneys in patent applics. 
Japanese fluency reqd. Resume to 

Kanesaka Berner & Partners, Patent 
Agents, LLP, Attn: Kanesaka, 

mkanesaka@uspatentagents.com

Great Job Opportunity!
Work at the Shops at Mount Vernon

Part-time and full-time retail positions

 Call or email Sharon: 703-799-5233
sezzeldin@mountvernon.org  EOE

P/T Front Desk 
Receptionist

High rise condo in West End of Alex., 
seeking mature, prof. adult to work Sat. 
& Sun. 9am – 5 pm every other weekend 

and fill in occasionally. Excellent 
customer service skills, ability to 

multi-task, prof. appearance. Retirees 
Welcome! Fax resume 703-823-1717, 
email olympusmanager@comcast.net

Program Coordinator
National health care trade association 
has an exciting position available in its 

survey research program.  The right 
person will have significant 

responsibilities working on one or more 
survey products.  The core components of 

the position involve a high level of 
customer interactions, as well as 

maintenance of databases in Access.  
Additionally, the position may entail 

creation and/or analysis of surveys.  We 
are seeking an individual who has 

excellent communication skills, knows 
the importance of superb customer 

service, works well in a team, and is self-
motivated and highly organized.  It is 
crucial that the candidate be highly 

proficient in both Microsoft Access and 
Excel.  Experience in using SAS and/or in 

using basic descriptive and inferential 
statistics are desirable but not essential.  
In return, we offer a competitive salary 
and a great office location in Old Town 

Alexandria.  At present, this is a 
TEMPORARY position; the successful 

candidate will be appointed for an open-
ended period of time with a chance that 

the position will eventually become 
permanent.  Send resume and salary 

requirements to resumes2@amga.org
No phone calls accepted.

Seasonal Garden Center
Merchandiser

Bell Nursery, a nationally recognized 
grower/vendor is looking for hardwork-
ing people to work at a garden center 
near you. Must be flexible for weekend 
work. For job descriptions and locations 
go to www.bellnursery.com/jobs.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Freelance Reporter
To cover news plus events features

in Mount Vernon. Rewarding,
flexible work, pay is nominal.

Email letter, resume plus clips to
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Advertising Sales
Work part-time in and near

your home office
Enjoy commissions and flexible hours

Great opportunity for outside sales
person to work primarily in and near your
home. Use relationship selling to create and
expand community print and internet
advertising campaigns to local businesses for
Connection Newspapers, Northern
Virginia’s best-read community newspapers
and websites.

Keep productivity high and commuting
low while working close to home. After a
short training period, travel to our Old Town
Alexandria headquarters and production
facility required only once or twice a week
during off-peak traffic hours. Call 703-778-
9431 for details.

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT
ADS TO

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411
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TAKE NOTICE

NOTICE FOR TEMPORARY POLLING PLACE MOVE FROM 
CHINQUAPIN RECREATION CENTER TO FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA

On February 23, 2013, at 9:30 a.m., the Alexandria City Coun-
cil will hold a public hearing in the Council Chambers at City 
Hall, 301 King Street, to consider an ordinance to establish 
First Baptist Church of Alexandria (2932 King Street) as a tem-
porary replacement for the Chinquapin Recreation Center 
(3210 King Street) as a polling place for the June 11 and No-
vember 5, 2013 Elections. 

The proposed ordinance would temporarily change the polling 
location for the Chinquapin Precinct while the Chinquapin Rec-
reation Center is under renovation.

A copy of the full text of the ordinance is on file in the City 
Clerk and Clerk of Council’s office, Suite 2300, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, VA  22314.  The notice is advertised pur-
suant to the Virginia Code Sec. 24-2.306. 

For information, please call (703) 746-4550.

Jacqueline M. Henderson
City Clerk and Clerk of Council

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY: To whom it may concern, take 

notice that the Annual Report of the BLACKBURN 
FOUNDATION, INC. FYE 10/31/12 is available for inspection 

at 201 North Union Street, Alexandria, VA 22314, during 
regular business hours by request within 180 days after 

publication of this notice.  Request to inspect said Annual 
Report should be made to J.W. Blackburn, Prin. Mgr.

703/519-3703.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038 ❖ jsmithhdi@aol.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

Call today and learn how this 
time-saving extra edge can improve 

your grades while investing less time

Use my proven study techniques to improve 

results while saving time!

Dean’s List college graduate with 7 years of  

experience offers individual tutoring 

throughout Northern Virginia.

Accounting/Finance Degree. All grade levels, 

specializing in math,

English as first or second language, Spanish. 

Call Hal @

(703) 864-6616. Tutoring rate is $50/hr.

2200%%  OOff ff   ff ii rrsstt   sseessss iioonn  

wwhheenn  yyoouu  mmeenntt iioonn  tthh ii ss   aadd

102 Instruction 102 Instruction

26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Elderly Companion
Caregiver
Excellent refs
15 yrs Exp.

contact Phyliss

571-285-1431

110 Elderly Care 110 Elderly Care

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

Leaf &
Tree Removal

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

HAULING

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

  Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?
Try a better way

to fill your
employment

openings

•Target your best job
candidates
where they live.

•Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

•Proven readership.

•Proven results.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Results! Why, man, I have gotten 
a lot of results. I know several

thousand things that won't work.
-Thomas A. Edison
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E-mail announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is
Thursday at noon.

ONGOING
Winter Classes. Beginning in Feb. 20

at Art at the Center, 2804 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Children ages 6-10 can
participate. Register at
www.artatthecenter.org or 703-201-
1250.

Occupied City: Life in Civil War
Alexandria Exhibition. At The
Lyceum, Alexandria’s History
Museum, 201 South Washington
Street. Open daily through
September, this exhibit traces life in
Alexandria following Virginia’s
decision to secede from the Union in
May 1861. See how Robert E. Lee’s
hometown was transformed literally
overnight from a prosperous
commercial port into a supply,
hospital, and transportation center
for the Union Army, and find out why
Alexandria became a destination for
African Americans seeking freedom.
Explore the experiences of
Alexandrians and others who lived
here during this tumultuous time,
through their own words, as well as
in period photographs and collections
items. The Lyceum is open Monday
through Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. and Sunday, from 1-5 p.m.
Suggested admission is $2. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org or call

703-746-4994.
Art Exhibit. Alexandria artist Francis

Seeger will display “People” in the
Athenaeum Gallery, 201 Prince St.
through Feb. 24. Free. Features a
number of the artist’s larger figural
paintings. Often appearing to be
waiting for time to pass or expressing
a touch of boredom, Seeger’s subjects
are captured with vibrant palette.
Visit www.nvfaa.org or 703-548-
0035.

Life in Civil War Alexandria
Exhibition. Daily exhibit traces life
in Alexandria following Virginia’s
decision to secede from the Union in
May 1861. Through September at
The Lyceum, Alexandria’s History
Museum, 201 South Washington St.
Open Monday through Saturday, 10
a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday, 1-5 p.m.
Suggested admission $2. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org or call
703-746-4994.

Tavern Toddlers. Mondays, 10:30
a.m.-noon. Mondays through the end
of April. Designed for walkers
through 36 months and their
caregivers. Tavern Toddlers features
a weekly open playtime in Gadsby’s
historic ballroom. Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum is located at 134 North
Royal St. Call 703-746-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.

THURSDAY/FEB. 21
Art Focus Group. 7:30-9 p.m. Collage

- build on children’s natural instinct
for collecting by creating something

new out of scraps and bits and
pieces. We will also explore
extending collage into paper
architecture. Classes are $25 each or
$200 for the 10 class series. A school
or group of teachers can share the
registration for the full series. At
2804 Sherwood Hall Lane. Call 703-
201-1250.

Creative Writing Session. 1 p.m. at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. Get the creative
juices flowing with the help of
Camilla Clocker and Julie Ellis. Free,
open to the public. 703-765-4573.

Performance. 7:30 p.m. at Burgundy
Farm Country Day School, 3700
Burgundy Road. Hear the 6th graders
perform “Burgundy on Broadway:
Dreams and Magic,” a musical revue
that includes music from “Harry
Potter” to “Oklahoma!” There will be
a puppet show, spoken narration,
clarinet performance and more. $5/
door; $1/child.

FRIDAY/FEB. 22
Bill Kirchen & Too Much Fun And

Wayne ‘The Train’ Hancock.
7:30 p.m. $29.50. The Birchmere
Music Hall is located at 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Visit
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

Music Performance. 8 p.m. at The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. The
United States Air Force Band will
play music for the clarinet. Free. Visit
www.usafband.af.mil or 202-767-

Entertainment
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Ballyshaners Chairman Pat Troy introduces the 2012 St.
Patrick’s Day Parade Grand Marshals Tom and Melinda
Mooney.All stand as the Northern Virginia Firefighters Emerald Pipe Band passes the reviewing

stand during Alexandria’s 2012 St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Alexandria’s 32nd Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade will be held on Saturday,

March 2, at 12:30 p.m. in the heart of Old Town Alexandria. Hosted by the
Ballyshaners, the parade will start at the corner of King and Alfred streets, and
proceed east down King St. to the corner of King and Lee streets.

This year’s parade will be led by Grand Marshal Bryan “Bugsy” Watson, owner
of Bugsy’s PizzaRestaurant and Sports Bar. After 17 seasons as a defenseman in
the National Hockey League — three of them with the Washington Capitals —
Watson and his wife Lindy chose to settle in Alexandria and open their restaurant
in Old Town.

As always, the parade will feature more than 100 units, including groups cel-
ebrating their Irish heritage, marchers from the military services, Irish dancing
schools, bagpipe bands and other Alexandria community groups.

In addition to the parade, festivities will include a Classic Car Show, held on Pitt
Street between King and Cameron streets beginning at 10 a.m., and the Fun Dog
Show held in Market Square, beginning at 10:30 a.m. The Fun Dog Show, an an-
nual favorite, will benefit Lucky Dog Animal Rescue. Lucky Dog Animal Rescue is
a non-profit animal rescue organization dedicated to saving the lives of homeless
animals and educating the community on responsible pet ownership.

All events are free to the public. Parade-goers are encouraged to take Metro to
the King Street/Old Town stop, then walk 10 minutes east on King Street to the
parade route. All events are sponsored by the Ballyshaners — Gaelic for “Old
Towners”. A not-for-profit group, the Ballyshaners seek to promote and preserve
Irish heritage through sponsorship of the Alexandria St. Patrick’s Day Parade and
the Alexandria Irish Festival, held every summer. Visit www.ballyshaners.org.

The Fairfax County Police Motor Squad performance marks the end of the 2012 St. Pat’s
Parade in Alexandria.

“Iris Throne,” by Robert
Creamer, 40 x 40”, Epson
print on Somerset Velvet,
captured using an Epson
10000XL scanner as a
camera, 2011.

Process:
Photography

The Northern Virginia Fine
Arts Society presents Process:
Photography, running Feb. 28-
April 7. This show brings together
established and emerging re-
gional talent to demonstrate the
capabilities and characteristics of
a wide variety of picture taking
devices ranging from large format
with a 20” by 24” negative to
electron microscopy to a scanner-
as-camera. Over fifteen different
types of equipment are repre-
sented. An free opening reception
is scheduled for Sunday, March 3,
4-6 p.m. Sunday, April 7 at 2
p.m., many of the artists will par-
ticipate in an Artists’ Show & Tell
where they will bring the camera
used to shoot the image in the
show and talk about their processes.

Featured Artists: John Brown, Robert Creamer, Jim Darling, Frank Hallam
Day, Roger Foster, Reed A. George, Andrew Z. Glickman, Maxwell
MacKenzie, Phil Nesmith, Christos J. Palios, Hal Rummel, Jim Steele, Craig
Sterling, The Howard Hughes Medical Institute scientists, Andrew
Zimmermann and Everitt Clark. At the Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Visit
www.nvfaa.org.

5658.
Performance. 7:30 p.m. at Burgundy

Farm Country Day School, 3700
Burgundy Road. Hear the 6th graders
perform “Burgundy on Broadway:
Dreams and Magic,” a musical revue

that includes music from “Harry
Potter” to “Oklahoma!” There will be
a puppet show, spoken narration,
clarinet performance and more. $5/
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door; $1/child.
Theater Production. 8 p.m. at Port

City Playhouse, 1819 N. Quaker
Lane. See “The Drawer Boy.” $18/
adult; $16/student, senior; $14/
groups of 10 or more.

Performance. 10:30 a.m. at
Downtown Baptist Church, 212 S.
Washington St. See “The Young
Spectaculars and the Front Yard
Adventure.” $8/person and can be
purchased at www.artsonthe
horizon.org or at the door.

Birthday Symposium. 1-4 p.m. at
George Washington Masonic
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive. Hear
three talks on “George Washington
and Religion: Private Man and Public
Issues.” Free. 703-683-2007.

Birthday Concert and Gala. 6 p.m.
at George Washington Masonic
National Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. Celebrate George
Washington’s birthday with music
and more. $100/person, reservations
must be made by Feb. 18. http://
gwmemorial.org/birthday-
celebration-2013.php to buy a ticket.

Book Signing and Recipe Swap. 7
p.m. at Hooray For Books!, 1555
King Street. Mary Ellen Taylor will
sign copies of her book “The Union
Street Bakery,” which is set in Old
Town Alexandria. Free. Visit
www.hooray4books.com or call 703-
548-4092.

FEB. 22 THROUGH MARCH 9
Theater Production. Port City

Playhouse’s third production of the
2012-13 season “The Drawer Boy” by
Michael Healey, directed by Jennifer
Lyman opens on Friday, Feb. 22.
Performances are Fridays and
Saturdays, Feb. 22-23; March 1-2
and 8-9; and Tuesday, March 5 at 8
p.m.; and Saturday, March 2 and 9 at
2 p.m. Port City Playhouse performs
at 1819 N. Quaker Lane.

SATURDAY/FEB. 23
Harmony Sweepstakes 2013 ‘Mid

Atlantic Regional.’ 7:30 p.m.
$29.50. Visit www.harmony-
sweepstakes.com/. The Birchmere
Music Hall is located at 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Call 703-549-7500 or
visit www.birchmere.com.

Closing Reception. 3-5 p.m. See work
by local artists Pamela Underhill and
Rusty Lynn at The Gallery at
Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker Lane.
Free. Visit www.Convergenceccf.net.

Free Wedding Open House. 11
a.m.-3 p.m. at Kimpton’s Monaco
Alexandria. Couples can browse the
ballroom, courtyard, guest rooms and
suites. Complimentary hors d’oeuvres
will be served. There will be wedding
vendors present, raffles and more.
Visit www.monaco-alexandria.com or
RSVP to Allison Manning at
Allison.Manning@kimptonhotels.com.

Author Signing Event. 1-4 p.m. at
Books A Million, 6230-I N. Kings
Highway. S.E. Simpson will sign
copies of her book “Ginger and the
Bully.” Free.

Theater Production. 8 p.m. at Port
City Playhouse, 1819 N. Quaker
Lane. See “The Drawer Boy.” $18/
adult; $16/student, senior; $14/
groups of 10 or more.

Performance. 10 a.m. or 11:30 a.m. at
Downtown Baptist Church, 212 S.
Washington St. See “The Young
Spectaculars and the Front Yard
Adventure.” $8/person and can be
purchased at www.artsonthe
horizon.org or at the door.

SUNDAY/FEB. 24
Annual Jury Information Session.

2-3 p.m. in Studio 31 at the Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St. Visual
artists who are interested in joining
the Torpedo Factory Artists’

Association can get more
information. Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org.

Film Day. 2 p.m. at Beatley Library,
5005 Duke St. Watch “The Color
Purple” in honor of African-American
History Month. Free. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us or 703-
746-1702.

African Drumming Workshop. 2-
3:30 p.m. at Mount Vernon Unitarian
Church, 1909 Windmill Lane. Susan
Berning leads the interactive
rhythms. Bring own drum, bell or
shaker, or ask to borrow one. $5/
person or $15/family. Contact Susan
Berning at 443-761-0165 or
sberning@worldportico.com.

THROUGH FEB. 24
Exhibit. “Dot and Dash” art exhibit at

Del Ray Artisans gallery from Feb. 1-
24. Getting back to the basics: dot
and dash. Artists deconstruct their
individualized art-making processes
to interpret the theme in their unique
styles, showcasing two- and three-
dimensional work that is painterly,
graphic, realistic, and abstract. Del
Ray Artisans gallery, 2704 Mount
Vernon Ave.
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

MONDAY/FEB. 25
Performance. 10:30 a.m. at

Downtown Baptist Church, 212 S.
Washington St. See “The Young
Spectaculars and the Front Yard
Adventure.” $8/person and can be
purchased at
www.artsonthehorizon.org or at the
door.

FEB. 26 THROUGH APRIL 28
Exhibit. “Artistic Duo IV” will be on

exhibit at Green Spring Horticultural
Center Gallery, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Works by watercolor artist
Carolyn Grossé and photographer
Stephen Gawarecki are featured in a
joint show. Paintings range from
realistic to abstract; photographs
include his window series and moody
landscapes. Free. Visit
www.greenspring.org or 703-642-
5173.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 27
Black History Month Event. 7:30

p.m. at Rachel M. Schlesinger
Concert Hall, 3001 N. Beauregard St.
Features Kathy Harty Gray Dancers,
poetry readings by students and
faculty, music by the NOVA Jazz
Band and more. Free, but donations
requested. Parking is $6. 703-845-
6097.

THURSDAY/FEB. 28
Nitty Gritty Dirt Band. 7:30 p.m.

$45. Visit www.nittygritty.com. The
Birchmere Music Hall is located at
3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

Author Series. 7-8:30 p.m. at Charles
Beatley Library, 5005 Duke St. In
honor of Black History Month, Bob
O’Connor will speak about his book
“The U.S. Colored Troops at
Andersonville Prison.” Free. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us or call 703-
746-1702.

Networking Fun. 6-9 p.m. at the
Carlyle Club, 411 John Carlyle St.
Hosted by New Hope Housing’s
Young Professionals Board and
IMPACT Marketing & Events.
Features cocktails, music and more.
$20 online or $25 at the door. E-mail
Michelle Jannazo at
mjannazo@newhopehousing.org or
703-799-2292 ext. 11.

Information Talk. 6-7:30 p.m. at
Sherwood Hall Library. Students and
parents can gain insight into the
importance of promoting financial

literacy at an early age. Daryl
Mackey, author of “Teamesteem is
the Key to a Teen’s Financial Dreams”
will lead the forum. Copies of his
book will be given out to the first 25
teens to arrive. 703-980-3510 for
questions.

Gala Benefit. 7-10 p.m. at Virtue Feed
and Grain, 106 S. Union St. The
fourth annual CAC Gala benefits the
Center for Alexandria’s Children.
Features a silent auction, mini raffle,
buffet and more. Tickets start at
$150 and available at http://
2013cacgala.eventbrite.com or by
contacting the Center at 703-746-
6008. For more information about
the Center, go to
www.centerforalexandriaschildren.org.

Performance. 10:30 a.m. at
Downtown Baptist Church, 212 S.
Washington St. See “The Young
Spectaculars and the Front Yard
Adventure.” $8/person and can be
purchased at
www.artsonthehorizon.org or at the
door.

THROUGH FEB. 28
Highlights at Mount Vernon

Estate. In observance of Black
History Month, Mount Vernon
highlights the lives and contributions
of the slaves who built and operated
the plantation home of George and
Martha Washington. Throughout the
month, a daily Slave Life at Mount
Vernon tour explores the lives and
contributions of the slaves who lived
at Mount Vernon. Black History
Month activities are included in
regular Estate admission: adults,
$17; children ages 6-11, $8; and
children under 5 are admitted free.

“Dance Your Heart Out”
Campaign. Metropolitan Fine Arts
Center of Alexandria and Fairfax
Station is offering unlimited adult
dance and mind/body classes
throughout February for a special
price of $110. And MFAC will donate
10 percent of all “Dance Your Heart
Out class fees to the American Heart
Association. Schedules can be viewed
at www.metrofinearts.com. 703-339-
0444.

Art Exhibit. See “Shades of Gray” at
Printmakers Inc., in the Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St. Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org.

FEB. 28 THROUGH APRIL 7
Art Exhibit. See “Process:

Photography” at The Athenaeum, 201

Entertainment

Alfred Street Baptist Church

Celebrate
Black History

Joyce
Garrett

Lisa
Edwards
Burrs

Black History Month Concert of
dance, music, and poetry Wednesday,
Feb. 27, 7:30 p.m. in the Rachel M.
Schlesinger Concert Hall, at 3001 N.
Beauregard. The event will feature the
Kathy Harty Gray Dancers, poetry read-
ings by students and faculty of the
Northern Virginia Community College,
and music performed by the NOVA Jazz
Band and the NOVA Community Chorus. There will also be
special guests — Joyce Garrett and the renowned Choir of
Alfred Street Baptist Church, and soprano Lisa Edwards Burrs,
an internationally recognized soprano, who will also present
a Voice Master class on Tuesday, Feb. 27, at 2 p.m. No tick-

ets are required, donations are requested. Parking is $6. For
more information email mwhitmire@nvcc.edu or call 703-
845-6097. The concert is presented by the Division of Liberal
Arts of Northern Virginia Community College, Alexandria
campus.

Prince St. Features established and
emerging talent displaying a wide
variety of picture taking devices
ranging from large print to electron
microscopy. Over 15 types of
equipment are represented. Free.
Visit www.nvfaa.org for more.

FRIDAY/MARCH 1
Theater Production. 8 p.m. at Port

City Playhouse, 1819 N. Quaker
Lane. See “The Drawer Boy.” $18/
adult; $16/student, senior; $14/
groups of 10 or more.

Performance. 10:30 a.m. at
Downtown Baptist Church, 212 S.
Washington St. See “The Young
Spectaculars and the Front Yard
Adventure.” $8/person and can be
purchased at
www.artsonthehorizon.org or at the
door.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/MAR. 1-3
The Bacon Brothers. 7:30 p.m. At the

Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
$39.50. Visit http://baconbros.com.
The Birchmere Music Hall is located
at 3701 Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

MARCH 1 THROUGH MARCH 6
Artwork Due. Target Gallery’s March

Fundraiser exhibition will accept
artwork at the gallery at the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org or 703-
838-4565.

MARCH 1 THROUGH MARCH 31
Needlework Exhibit. Exhibit is at

Historic Woodlawn Museum, 9000
Richmond Highway. There is a fee.
Visit http://woodlawn1805.org.

SATURDAY/MARCH 2
Celebrate Alexandria: 25 Years

with Music and the Maestro. 6
p.m. at Westin Hotel, 400
Courthouse Square. Kim Allen Kluge,
musical director of the Alexandria
Symphony Orchestra will be
honored. There will be a reception,
silent and live auction, dinner,
dancing and more. Individual tickets
are $200. For reservations and
information, contact Margherita
Woods at 703-960-7994,
marg.woods@cox.net, or Jane Ring
at 703-548-745,

jring10@comcast.net.
Virginia Grand Military Band. 7:30

p.m. Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert
Hall, NVCC, Alexandria Campus,
3001 N. Beauregard St. Hear works
by Sousa, Grainger, Gilbert &
Sullivan. Adults $15; band directors
and students free. Parking $6.-cash
only, vehicles displaying handicapped
tags park free. Visit www.vgmb.com
or 703 426-4777.

Music. Focus Music presents Slaid
Cleaves with special guest Ruut at 7
p.m. at St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church.
$20/general; $18/advance at
www.focusmusic.org.

Theater Production. 2 p.m. or 8 p.m.
at Port City Playhouse, 1819 N.
Quaker Lane. See “The Drawer Boy.”
$18/adult; $16/student, senior; $14/
groups of 10 or more.

Performance. 10 a.m. or 11:30 a.m. at
Downtown Baptist Church, 212 S.
Washington St. See “The Young
Spectaculars and the Front Yard
Adventure.” $8/person and can be
purchased at www.artsonthe
horizon.org or at the door.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Starts at
12:30 p.m. at the corner of King
Street and Alfred St. Grand Marshal
is Bryan “Bugsy” Watson, owner of
Bugsy’s Pizza Restaurant and Sports
Bar. There will also be a Classic Car
Show at 10 a.m. at Pitt Street. Visit
www.ballyshaners.org for more.

SUNDAY/MARCH 3
Choral Evensong. 5 p.m. at Christ

Church Episcopal, 118 N.
Washington St. Listen to a service of
evening prayer with choral music. All
are welcome. Visit www.historicchrist
church.org or 703-549-1450.

Film Day. 2 p.m. at Beatley Library,
5005 Duke St. Watch “Remember the
Titans,” about T.C. Williams High
School and its newly desegregated
football team, in honor of African-
American History Month. Free. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us or 703-
746-1702.

Opening Reception. 4-6 p.m. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Meet
some of the creators of the “Process:
Photography.” Features established
and emerging talent displaying a
wide variety of picture taking devices
ranging from large print to electron
microscopy. Over 15 types of
equipment are represented. Free.
Visit www.nvfaa.org for more.

Closing Reception. 2-4 p.m. meet the
creators of “Student/Faculty Exhibit”
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The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

Retiring after 35 years serving the
Alexandria & Washington Metro Area

with honesty and integrity.

EVERYTHING
MUST GO!

WE WON’T BE
UNDERSOLD!

TAKE AN EXTRA - READER APPRECIATION
Alexandria Gazette
Mt. Vernon Gazette

Connection Newspapers15% OFF
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at The Art League in the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, 105 N. Union St.
Browse through paintings, drawings,
ceramics, jewelry, and more. Visit
www.theartleague.org or 703-683-
1780.

Friends of Dyke Marsh. 2 p.m. at
Huntley Meadows Park Visitor
Center, 3701 Lockheed Blvd. Learn
about snakes, skinks, salamanders,
geckos, frogs, alligators and more.
Free. Visit www.fodm.org or 703-
768-2525.

THROUGH MARCH 3
Art Exhibit. See “Fabricated: An

Exhibition of Wearable Art” at Target
Galley in the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N. Union St. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org/target for
more on the exhibit.

Student/Faculty Exhibit. The Art
League in the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N. Union St., presents
paintings, drawings, ceramics,
jewelry, and more. Visit www.theart
league.org or 703-683-1780.

MONDAY/MARCH 4
Performance. 10:30 a.m. at

Downtown Baptist Church, 212 S.
Washington St. See “The Young
Spectaculars and the Front Yard
Adventure.” $8/person and can be
purchased at www.artsonthe
horizon.org or at the door.

Dinner Meeting. 6:30 p.m. at
American Legion Post 24 Hall, 400
Cameron St. $25/person. William
Connery will discuss his book “Civil
War Northern Virginia 1861.” Visit
www.leecamp.org or RSVP 703-217-
7871.

TUESDAY/MARCH 5
Theater Production. 8 p.m. at Port

City Playhouse, 1819 N. Quaker
Lane. See “The Drawer Boy.” $18/
adult; $16/student, senior; $14/
groups of 10 or more.

THURSDAY/MARCH 7
Art Focus Group. 7:30-9 p.m.

Weaving and textile arts — we will
look at ways to bring textile arts into
the classroom or home studio with a
specific focus on recycled fibers.
Classes are $25 each or $200 for the
10 class series. A school or group of
teachers can share the registration
for the full series. At 2804 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Call 703-201-1250.

Performance. 10:30 a.m. at
Downtown Baptist Church, 212 S.
Washington St. See “The Young
Spectaculars and the Front Yard
Adventure.” $8/person and can be
purchased at www.artsonthe
horizon.org or at the door.

FRIDAY/MARCH 8
Performance. Megan Mullally and

Stephanie Hunt perform “Nancy &
Beth” at 7:30 p.m. in the Music Hall
at the Birchmere, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. $29.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com.

Mardi Growl Gala. 7-10 p.m. at the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office,
600 Dulany St. Enjoy music by a
N’awlins jazz band, silent auction,
raffle, beverages and more. $85/
single; $150/pair of tickets. All
proceeds benefit the Animal Welfare
League of Alexandria. Visit
www.alexandriaAnimals.org/
MardiGrowl for more.

Theater Production. 8 p.m. at Port

Entertainment

City Playhouse, 1819 N. Quaker
Lane. See “The Drawer Boy.” $18/
adult; $16/student, senior; $14/
groups of 10 or more.

Performance. 10:30 a.m. at
Downtown Baptist Church, 212 S.
Washington St. See “The Young
Spectaculars and the Front Yard
Adventure.” $8/person and can be
purchased at www.artsonthe
horizon.org or at the door.

Classical Potpourri. 7:30 p.m. at The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. Hear
works by Mozart, Beethoven, Chopin
and more. $15/advance or $20/door.
Buy online at InstantSeats.com.

SATURDAY/MARCH 9
Music Performance. 8 p.m. at The

Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St. The
United States Air Force Band will
play music for the woodwind quintet.
Free. Visit www.usafband.af.mil.

Performance. 10 a.m. or 11:30 a.m. at
Downtown Baptist Church, 212 S.
Washington St. See “The Young
Spectaculars and the Front Yard
Adventure.” $8/person and can be
purchased at www.artsonthe
horizon.org or at the door.

Power Art. 3 p.m. at Del Ray Artisans,
2704 Mount Vernon Ave. Features
nationally touring art quilts. Power
Suits curator Cyndi Souder will speak
and display additional pieces from
the collection. Call 703-838-4827 or
visit www.thedelrayartisans.org.

MARCH 9 THROUGH MARCH 17
Art Exhibit. March Fundraiser exhibit

at Target Gallery, Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 N. Union St. Free.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org or 703-
838-4565.
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Sports

Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

W
est Potomac senior William
Rupp and Mount Vernon
freshman Bill Adusei won

state championships at the VHSL state
wrestling meet on Feb. 16 at Oscar Smith

West Potomac’s Rupp,
Mount Vernon’s
Adusei Win State
Wrestling Titles

High School in Chesapeake.
Rupp completed his undefeated sea-

son by winning the 220-pound title via
5-3 decision against Landstown’s Eldon
Valery.

Adusei won the 126-pound champion-
ship with a 7-3 decision against Kellam’s
Hayden Felch.

Robinson won the team title with a
score of 142.5. Westfield finished run-
ner-up with 101 points. Mount Vernon
finished 10th (47) and West Potomac
tied for 16th (28).

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

L
ong after the Tuesday’s
Northern Region
quarterfinal contest against
South Lakes had ended,

Mount Vernon senior Kelly Loftus sat
on the Majors’ bench and cried.

Head coach Courtney Coffer helped
Loftus up and hugged the standout

guard, whose 20
points weren’t
enough against
the Seahawks. As
Loftus headed to
the locker room,
Coffer sat on the
bench, dropped
his head in his
hands and re-
leased his own
emotions.

It wasn’t sup-
posed to end like
this, at least not
for the Majors,
who returned so
many key players
from last year’s
team that fin-
ished 25-2, lost
only to eventual
state champion
Oakton and
missed qualify-
ing for the state
tournament by
one game. Yet
here was Mount
Vernon, suffering
through the

agony of a gut-wrenching, season-
ending defeat courtesy of South Lakes
guard Caitlin Jensen’s buzzer-beater.

Jensen’s jumper as time expired

lifted the Seahawks to a 46-45 victory over
the Majors in the girls’ basketball regional
quarterfinals at Mount Vernon High School.
The Majors, who won their third consecu-
tive National District championship on Fri-
day, had a one-point lead and possession
with less than 30 seconds remaining against
South Lakes, but ended up falling short
amidst a cloud of missed opportunities and
controversy.

Leading 45-44, Mount Vernon went to the
free-throw line with 22.8 seconds remain-
ing, but missed the front end of a one-and-
one. The Majors were able to grab the of-

fensive rebound and again ended up at the
foul line, only to miss another front end of
a one-and-one. South Lakes grabbed the
rebound this time, but eventually turned the
ball over with 7.3 seconds to play.

The final seconds would be controversial.
South Lakes stole Mount Vernon’s ensu-

ing inbound pass in the backcourt. Need-
ing to travel the length of the floor, the
Seahawks started toward a potential game-
winning bucket when head coach Christy
Winters-Scott said something near the
South Lakes bench. One official blew his
whistle, thinking Winters-Scott called
timeout. She would later say that was not
the case.

“I said, ‘Screen on the ball’ and he thought
I called timeout, which I did not, at all,”
Winters-Scott said after the game. “After
that it’s a blur, to be honest with you.”

Winters-Scott appeared furious over the
stoppage in play, showing anger through an
animated display that left Mount Vernon
fans and head coach Courtney Coffer ques-
tioning after the game why Winters-Scott
didn’t receive a technical foul.

“If I had done that [stuff] that she did to
those referees, I would have gotten kicked
out of the game,” an emotional Coffer said
in the locker room. “It’s personal, man.”

The result of the play was South Lakes
inbounding the ball from near midcourt
with 5.6 seconds remaining. Jensen ended
up with an open mid-range look and ended
the Majors’ season.

“To be honest with you, I thought it was
a little off,” said Jensen, who finished with
five points. “I worked on [jumpers] with my
trainer over the weekend, so it worked out
perfectly. I couldn’t find my rhythm for a
long time, so I guess I found it over the
weekend.”

Sophomore forward Princess Aghayere
led South Lakes with 11 points and 11 re-
bounds. Sasha Sprei scored nine points and
Gabrielle Schultz and Mary Severin each
had eight.

Mount Vernon’s Loftus led all scorers with
20 points, including a trio of 3-pointers.
Samantha Porter had 11 points and nine
rebounds, Taylor Dunham scored 10 points
and Tiffany Webster had four.

South Lakes, the No. 2 seed from the Lib-
erty District, will face Oakton (C2) in the
regional semifinals on Thursday at
Robinson Secondary School.

“I told [the Majors] to keep their heads
up high,” Coffer said. “We’re still the best
team in this region, everybody knows it.
One game doesn’t determine that.”

Seahawks End Majors’ Season with Buzzer-Beater
Mount Vernon girls’
basketball loses in
regional
quarterfinals.

Mount Vernon senior Kelly Loftus scored 20 points
in a regional quarterfinal loss to South Lakes on
Tuesday.

South Lakes sophomore Princess Aghayere battles
for the ball against Mount Vernon’s Samantha
Porter, left, and Taylor Dunham on Tuesday.
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“I told [the
Majors] to
keep their
heads up

high. We’re
still the best
team in this

region,
everybody

knows it. One
game doesn’t

determine
that.”

— Mount Vernon
girls’ basketball
coach Courtney

Coffer
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Arlington $539,000
3650 GLEBE RD S #542. WOW! $8,000 CLOSING COST CREDIT!
Spacious (1,242 sq ft) unit w/balcony, NEW WOOD FLOORS! Split
suites for privacy. Kit w/SS appl & granite. Lg MBR w/walk-in
closet, luxury bath w/soaking tub & sep shower. Extra storage, gar
parking, Blks to Crystal City, METRO & Potomac Yards. 1 Yr Warr.

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Del Ray $699,900
2408 Terrett Avenue. Wonderful family home in Del Ray! Fabulous
detached home on large lot boasts 3 bedrooms, 21⁄2 baths, spacious
living & dining room, finished lower level & driveway for convenient off-
street parking. Walk to shops, restaurants and weekend farmers
market in Del Ray. More Info: www.HomesofAlexandria.com

Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

Old Town $439,000
207 Irving Court. Charming 1830s Loft Town Home in the heart of Old
Town. Outstanding location! Open feeling, exposed brick walls and
glass brick on the front. Hardwood floors throughout that are in great
condition. Updated bath and kitchen. The price is great. Walk to
shops, restaurants, waterfront, King Street.

Kerrie Price 703-901-2778

Alexandria $470,000
5904 Mount Eagle Dr #1618. Potomac River View in Montebello. Spacious 3
bedrooms and 2 bathrooms with 1,695 SF plus 2 enclosed balconies. Newer
windows, warm wood floors & renovated kitchen; garage space. Montebello is a
private park-like oasis of 35+ acres on a “beautiful mountain” with lots of amenities,
just 2 miles from the heart of Old Town. Virtual Tour @ 5904mounteagledr1618.com

Cindy 703-593-1418•Leslie 703-400-3010

Alexandria South $389,900
8008 Wellington Rd. Fantastic Hollin Hall—Waynewood
school district, close to restaurants, shopping and community
pool. Updated kitchen w/new appliances & hot water heater,
fresh paint thru-out, refinished hardwood floors, sep. laundry
room, fully floored attic. 

Nadine Wren 703-403-4410

Belle Haven $729,000
2210 Fordham Drive. Beautiful 4 bedroom, 3 bath home with a
versatile floor plan situated on a lovely landscaped lot. Spacious living
room with fireplace and formal dining room. Main level family room
and large home office/Den. 3 main level bedrooms including 1 with
bath en suite. Private upper level Owner’s Suite with sitting room and
full bath. Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Alexandria $267,500
1406 Belle View Blvd #A1. Well-maintained Belle View 1st floor
condo w/new windows, wood plantation-style blinds, custom window
treatments, upgrade carpet, designer paint, new closet, outdoor
entrance is a courtyard setting. EZ commute to D.C., Pentagon,
Airport, Walk to Shopping Ctr, Minutes to Metro! Bike along Potomac!

Marilyn Trudeau 703-577-1262

Alexandria $648,500
1723 Oakcrest Dr. Charming Cape Cod in sought-after Braddocks
Heights. All-brick Cape Cod featuring 4 bedrooms, 2 on the ML & 2
on the UL, 2 full baths & a quarter bath in the Lwr lvl. Original
vintage hardwood floors and 2 fireplaces, 1 gas and 1 wood-burning
in the large 4 seasons room addition. George Mason School District!

Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964

Washington, D.C. $599,000
424 East Capitol St, NE Unit #6. Sought-after Capitol Hill condo just
minutes to Eastern Market, shops, restaurants & the Capitol. Part of a full
building renovation in 2008, this unit sparkles w/gleaming wood floors
thru-out; gourmet kitchen to include granite counters & stainless steel
appliances and spa-like master bath. 2BR/2BA, sunny & bright with 12’
ceilings. Jennifir Bobsein 703-835-1256

Alexandria
$475,000

5812 Appleford Drive.
Well-maintained garage
townhome in Kingstowne
under $500k. Features
include 3 bedrooms, 3 full
baths & 1 half bath,
hardwood floors on the
main & upper lvls.
Fabulous master bath with
frameless glass shower &
oversized garden tub. Lwr
lvl includes a large
recreation room with a
fireplace, the 3rd full bath
and walk-out to a fully
fenced yard.

Bob Bazzle
703-599-8964

Alexandria
$550,000

818 Franklin Street.
Commercial (CL).
Incredible visibility!
1820 end unit town
house – 4 office
spaces – CL zoning
with numerous use
options, ADA
compliant BA. – Call
for appointment

Nadine Wren
703-403-4410

COMING SOON

COMING SOON

OPEN SUNDAY

Alexandria $515,000
5100 Sutton Place. 3/4 bedrooms with 3 full baths located on a quiet
cul-de-sac backing to parkland in Alexandria City. Original hardwood
floors throughout the main level and a rear screened-in porch over-
looking a huge fenced-in quarter acre lot just perfect for your springtime
activities. Close to EVERYTHING including the Pentagon, I-395 and down-
town D.C. Bob Bazzle 703-599-8964

JUST LISTED

OPEN HOUSE


